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The Circuit Rider Published August 21, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 13:10-17
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman  
on the Sabbath
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the 
synagogues, 11 and a woman was there who had been 
crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent 
over and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set 
free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.
14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. 
So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”
15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and 
lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eigh-
teen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”
17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was 
doing.
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• August 22 (Thursday) 
Bishop Swanson will be attending a consecration 
service in the Methodist Healthcare-Olive Branch 
Hospital in Olive Branch at 2:00 p.m.

UMC.org Features Tupelo  
UM Pastor’s Book 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)  
and UMC.org  
The Rev. Dr. Bryan Collier says, ask not what we can do to 
get people into church, ask “what needs do people out there 
have that we need to meet?” Collier is founding pastor of 
The Orchard: A United Methodist Congregation in Tupelo, Mississippi. This article is an excerpt from his 
book The Go-To Church: Post MegaChurch Growth (Abingdon Press, 2013). Lewis Center director, Lovett 
Weems says that Collier’s book describes and makes the case for a special type of multisite ministry designed 
to reach people not attending church and shaped to fit the distinctive culture and needs of the locale. His 
model does not require a major metropolitan area, fast population growth, and high personal income often 
associated with such initiatives. Copyright © 2013 Abingdon Press. Used by permission. The Go-To Church is 
available from Cokesbury and Amazon.

To read more, go to http://www.churchleadership.com/leadingideas/leaddocs/2013/130605_article2.
html?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+8-21-13&utm_campaign=8-21-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_
medium=email.

Time is Winding Down:  
Lay Conference Registration Ends Aug. 30 
Amazing things happen when you lead with the Holy Spirit in relevant, enthusiastic, authentic and loving ways. For these reasons, la-
ity are asked to attend this year’s Lay Leadership Conference where they will discover things about themselves and the Holy Spirit that 
will make their ministry in the world more POWER filled. This gather-
ing beings at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 14, 2013 at Christ United 
Methodist Church, located at 6000 Old Canton Road in Jackson, MS. The 
cost is $10.00 for lunch, but pre-registering will be helpful for planning the 
number of meals needed.  

LaToya Redd, vice chair of the Mississippi Conference board of laity ex-
plains why every lay person should consider coming out. “Whether officially 
designated by a church as a leader or not, we are all called to lead people to 
Christ. This conference will specifically help laity maximize their individual 
gifts and their church resources--both people and finances--for more ef-
fective disciple-making. Every person and every church in the Conference 
should benefit from the power-packed program planned,” said Redd.  

As the clock ticks towards the August 30 cut-off date for registration, the 
conference lay leader, Timothy Crisler reports that a little over 100 people 
are pre-registered. He said that total is roughly what they had at annual con-
ference in June. Regardless, Crisler is prayerful registration will improve.   The keynote speaker is Christie Latona, who was instrumental 
in creating the Mississippi Conference Core Four Study on Love, Generosity, Justice and Apprenticeship.   

Rev. Dr. Bryan Collier
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For more information about the Leading with REAL POWER: Lay Leadership Conference, Christie Latona and to register go to 
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1145?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+8-21-13&utm_campaign=8-21-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email.

Book Review On Jason Vickers: 
Minding the Good Ground: A Theology for Church Renewal 
By Chris McAlilly, Pastor of Shannon and Brewer United Methodist Church and Chair of the Mississippi Conference 
Board of Discipleship  
How will the church be renewed in our day? It is an all too familiar question for us in United Methodism. You are 
likely weary as I am of the yearly and quadrennial reports of the declining attendance, membership and biblical 
literacy in our churches, the rapid secularization of our culture and the death tsunami threatening our denomina-
tion. We live in an age of anxiety, characterized by pessimism and despair over the current state of the church in 
America and by uncertainty and fear about the future of the church. Are we living in the ruins of the church?

 It is hard to say. But, when it comes to how the church might be renewed, there is an astonishing array of pro-
phetic leaders and movements offering proposals today. There’s Bill Hybels, Rick Warren, Bryan McLauren, Shane 
Claiborne. There’s the church growth movement, the purpose-driven movement, the emerging church move-
ment, the missional church movement, the new monastic movement, the ancient-future movement, the liquid, 
solid and sticky church movements, the tribal church movement and the deep church movement. Within United 
Methodism, we have our own proposals for church renewal. You have the bishops and megachurch pastors like 
Adam Hamilton, who talk about creating vital congregations in order to make disciples and others who think you 
have to make disciples in order to create vital congregations (see the work of Mike Breen and 3DM).

All of these prophetic visions and movements offer a diagnosis for what is wrong with the church. They herald dreams and visions 
on how to fix what is wrong with the church. In many cases, they tend to transcend and discount denominational boundaries. 
Maybe you find yourself self-identifying with one more than another and you think of yourself as more emergent or missional. 
Maybe you dismiss all of these movements as passing fads. But for those of us serving in local congregations, the sheer number of 
prophetic voices and movements can be overwhelming. How do you make sense of all the movements of church renewal? Which 
one has the power to renew our church?
Rev. Dr. Jason E. Vickers, an emerging Methodist scholar, wrote an excellent slender volume called “Minding the Good Ground: 
A Theology for Church Renewal,” published in 2011 by Baylor University Press. Mississippi resident bishop for The United 
Methodist Church, James E. Swanson, Sr. has invited Vickers to Mississippi for this year’s Bishop’s Convocation begining Monday, 
September 30.  
Throughout his years of teaching within the academy and the church, Vickers has found that the theology students and local 
church pastors are attracted to one or more of these prophetic movements but that they lack a framework for thinking construc-
tively and critically about the different movements of church renewal on offer.
Anytime the church experiences a time of anxiety about its future, Vickers believes, it is accompanied by a tension between pro-
phetic voices and the priests of the church committed to structure and order. The central question that we need to ask is not “does 
this prophetic movement have the potential to renew our church?” but rather, “how do we discern the person and work of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of the church?”
In “Minding the Good Ground,” Vickers sets out to provide a theological angle of vision that will help us to identify what the 
Spirit is doing in the life of the church and that can help us navigate the tension between the prophetic voices in our day and the 
structure and order that we have inherited or that we create. Sometimes the Spirit moves through prophets. Other times the Spirit 
works within the structures of the church. Contrary to common assumptions, the Spirit of God and the structure of the Church 
are not always against one another. Spirit and structure are usually in dynamic and creative tension.
If you are going to understand how the Spirit might be working within the body of Christ, Vickers asserts, you need to under-
stand the nature and mission of the Church as well as a familiarity with the person and work of the Holy Spirit. In order to assess 
the various proposals for church renewal on offer in our day we need to know what the church has been called to be and to do 
and we need a supple recognition and awareness of the Holy Spirit.
Readers who are looking for practical ideas will be disappointed. Vickers does not provide ideas on how to carry out a project of 
renewal in your church. But he highlights a crucial point that one should never forget when carrying out any project of renewal. 

Rev. Chris 
 McAlilly
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The church is a human institution, Vickers states, but it is not only a human institution. It is also divine. This means that our most 
important resources, our deepest source of POWER, are the ones that we receive from God.  
Bishop Swanson strikes me as a man who understand the charismatic origins and nature of the Church of Jesus Christ in general 
and the Methodist movement in particular. One sees his sensitivity to the Spirit of God in his preaching, in his ecstatic dancing 
and in his prayers. I suspect that one of the reasons Bishop Swanson has invited Jason Vickers down to the Mississippi Confer-
ence is because he recognizes a danger lurking in the language that we have adopted as a conference “The POWER of We.” We can 
draft mission statements. We can raise money. We can update the worship. We can hire new staff. We can call meetings. We can 
evangelize. We can do mission projects. But as the Psalmist once said, unless the Lord builds the house...  
Our hope for renewal and for a future in the United Methodist Church, Vickers states “lies not in our own ingenuity and effort 
but in the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit who animates and empowers the church, incorporating us into the Trinitar-
ian life of God.”  
There is no silver bullet, no magic formula or golden movement that Bishop Swanson can trumpet or legislate from Jackson that 
can renew the United Methodist Church in every local church in Mississippi. But, the Holy Spirit of the most high God desires to 
renew the body of Christ in every generation. And if we can attune our eyes and ears, our hearts and our attention to the move-
ment of the Holy Spirit, then we may yet find the POWER to be renewed. The Spirit blows where it will. It may blow differently in 
Senatobia than in Starkville, it may sound differently in Biloxi than in Booneville. But, the conviction is simple: our Church can 
be renewed in our day if we renew our sensitivity to the movements of the Holy Spirit.  
Jason E. Vickers is a man who has something to teach us about the renewing POWER of the Holy Spirit. I hope you will not only 
come down to the Bishop’s Convocation taking place September 30 - October 2, but also pick up a copy of “Minding the Good 
Ground: A Theology for Church Renewal.” The Mississippi Conference Board of Discipleship will be sponsoring a conference 
wide reading group on this book this fall. If you are interested in joining, contact me at cmcalilly@gmail.com.  
And may the Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on you and your congregation in the days ahead.

New ‘That’s Church’ Messages Highlight the Church in Action    
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
United Methodist Communications asks members and seekers to Rethink Church from a historic perspective with the new ‘That’s 
Church’ messages.

“When we Rethink Church, we’re honoring our denominational roots,” said the Rev. Larry Hollon, chief executive of United Method-
ist Communications. “For more than 200 years, the Methodist movement has been putting faith into action. We believe faithfulness is 
nurtured in worship on Sunday morning and expressed by faithful acts the other days of the week. The people of The United Methodist 
Church continue to make a difference and help others. We think that’s church.”

The campaign will examine specific themes and highlight the denomination’s work to advance social issues such as education, labor 
rights and food insecurity. Rethink Church will advertise the campaign nationally on digital and mobile channels and through strategi-
cally selected TV markets.

An excerpt from the education ad reads, “Introducing innovative teaching methods in the early 20th century...creating inclusive 
classrooms in the 1950s, educating 500,000+ students worldwide at United Methodist-related colleges and universities today. 
Then and now, we support learning opportunities that change lives. That’s how we put beliefs into action. That’s the way it’s always 
been. That’s Church.”
“’That’s Church’ demonstrates to seekers that the people of The United Methodist Church are not simply talking about these 
issues because they’re trending,” said the Rev. Larry Hollon. “We have always been talking about them. More importantly, we’ve 
been taking action.”
In conjunction with the campaign, RethinkChurch.org will highlight content that illuminates the denomination’s specific work 
around these social principles and with the guidance and assistance of the General Commission on Archives & History and the 
General Board of Church and Society, along with other denominational agency partners.
To learn more, go to RethinkChurch.org.
About Rethink Church:
Rethink Church, the next evolution of The United Methodist Church’s “Open hearts” welcoming and advertising campaign, highlights 
the many opportunities available within United Methodist churches to engage with the world-from literacy programs to feeding the 
poor. At RethinkChurch.org, visitors may interact, learn more about the church, and search for involvement opportunities.



Junaluska Associates Donation Help Make Major Lambuth Inn Renovation     
By Melanie Threlkeld McConnell, Lake Junaluska, NC
The birthday celebration may be winding down for LakeJunaluska, but its 100th anniversary will long be remembered, thanks to a hefty 
donation by the Junaluska Associates.

The donation, a $114,000 check presented recently to Jack Ewing, Executive Director and CEO of Lake Junaluska Conference and 
Retreat Center during the associates annual meeting, will be used to help refurbish and add a new conference center to Lambuth Inn, a 
historic structure built in 1921, whose center section is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Sites. The popular site offers panoramic views of the lake 
and the Blue Ridge Mountains.

The donation, Ewing said, is a testament to the Junaluska Associates’ long-
standing relationship and support of the lake and its mission. “For 45 years 
the Junaluska Associates have been in partnership with Lake Junaluska Assem-
bly to maintain beautiful grounds and facilities. Over $3.4 million have been 
contributed by the Associates over this period,” Ewing said. “We are so grateful 
for this latest gift of $114,000. It is the largest gift so far toward the renewal of 
Lambuth Inn. We are excited to see what the future of Lake Junaluska holds 
and know that it will be even greater because of the partnership of the Associ-
ates and Lake Junaluska.”

Bob Bowling, president of the Junaluska Associates, said the group’s mem-
bers met recently for their annual meeting during the lake’s centennial 
celebration and decided they wanted to present the lake with a birthday 
gift to honor its 100th anniversary. “We were trying to replicate the origi-
nal offering that was taken the first session that occurred here in 1913, and 
that amount was $150, 000,” he said.
So, who are the Junaluska Associates? “A group of people who love Lake Junaluska,” Bowling said. “You become a member by 
agreeing to give at least $100 annually to Lake Junaluska through the Associates. The money is used to complete various improve-
ments to the buildings and grounds.”
The group commits $50,000 annually to a project and then also donates to various ongoing needs, as well, Bowling said. So far, 
the Junaluska Associates have helped finance the walking path around the lake, the Turbeville footbridge that crosses the narrows, 
the flower gardens, the Biblical Gardens, the lake’s horticulturalist Roddy Ray, the amphitheater, the restoration of the cross, the 
trolley, the brick colonnade, and the golf cart path and signage at the Lake Junaluska Golf Course. The Associates will also provide 
limited scholarships for individuals who wish to attend a conference or other event at the lake for the first time, said Mary Skel-
ton, office manager for the Junaluska Associates.
The Junaluska Associates formed in 1968 when the lake was in need of $100,000. As the story goes, Bowling said, a group of lead-
ers from the lake approached one of its trustees, Dr. D.W. Brooks, “a man of some means,” to ask for a loan. Instead of giving the 
lake the $100,000, Brooks urged the group to find 1,000 people willing to donate $100 each. They did and the idea worked so well 
it stuck, thus bearing the Junaluska Associates, an organization now run by a board of directors.
The group also has various levels of giving. The annual member gives at least $100 per year. A life member gives a one-time gift 
of $1,000. A founding member gives a one-time gift of $1,913, in honor of the year the lake was established, and a centennial 
member, a church or organization, gives a $2,013 gift in honor of the lake’s centennial. The partner membership is a new category 
that allows a one-time $25 gift to be given in someone’s name. So far, the Junaluska Associates have 916 members and not all of 
them are Methodists, nor do they all live at the lake. Skelton said, “We have members from Illinois, New Jersey, all over. But most 
of them are from throughout the Southeastern Jurisdiction [of The United Methodist Church].”  
Recruitment is ongoing, Bowling said, “We add new members all the time. We just have to tell the story. When more people find 
out about it and what we do, it makes it easier.”
To find out more about Junaluska Associates or to become a member, please call 828-454-6725, email associates@lakejunaluska.
com or visit www.lakejunaluska.com/associates. Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to noon Tuesdays and Thursdays.
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The Baby Has a Name      
By Rev. Greg Hazelrig, Senatobia District  
The baby, the new church born first in the heart of God 
and then in the hearts of Senatobia District United Meth-
odists, now has a name--the Connection (la Conexión).  
We are no longer that unnamed multicultural church.  As 
we send out this joyful announcement, we would like to 
thank each and every one of you who helped make our 
July 20 Horn Lake Summer Festival a success.

The Hispanic part of the church is already meeting at Minor Memorial 
UMC, and has begun their first block parties and kids/youth parties to create 
interest in the church.  The kids program will be called Kids Connection, and 
small groups will be called Connect Groups.  The vision is “Connecting to 
Jesus-- Connecting All People--Connecting to Make a Difference.” 

Now needed is a logo that will set the Connection apart from other churches.  
The church is looking for creative people to share any ideas of inspiration 
they might have for the logo.

Anyone who has suggestions or can create something on a computer are 
asked to share ideas to brogreg30@gmail.com.  Thank you in advance for 
your ideas, your encouragement and your prayers.  We are looking forward to sharing more exciting news as we care for our new baby, 
the Connection, with deep, heartfelt Christian love.

Memorial UMC of Bolton Pillowcase Project   
By Rev. David Buchholz, Memorial UMC, Bolton
Helping residents at the Methodist Children’s Homes in Clinton was the goal of par-
ticipants in the vacation Bible school, held this summer at Memorial United Methodist 
Church of Bolton. The VBS participants created unique pillowcases to give to each of 
the residents. Kim Kilgore, volunteer leader of the VBS, said residents often enter the 
home with nothing to call their own. These pillowcases were uniquely painted by VBS 
members and were given to the residents of the Children’s Home, so each could have at 
least one personal possession to call their own. The VBS attendants also collected free-
will donations gathering more than $150 for the young people at the Children’s Home. 
The VBS was a cooperative venture of Memorial United Methodist Church and Bolton 
Baptist Church. Memorial Methodist is located at the corner of Madison and Church 
Streets in Bolton. Bolton Baptist is on Bolton Brownsville Road, near downtown Bolton. 

An Amazing Winning Team    
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communications
A very large enthusiastic crowd came to Asbury United Methodist Church on August 19, 2013 for the Blessing of the Backpacks, and to 
hear God’s word spoken by Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. The crowd first gathered in the fellowship hall and later in the sanctuary. The 

scene looked very much like an enthusiastic gathering in support of a winning team.  
But that is exactly what Christians are--each team members with something important 
to contribute in support of Jesus as they seek to reach others to join the heaven-bound 
team for the ultimate victory celebration.

Everyone was greeted warmly by senior pastor, the Rev. Zach Beasley, the staff and 
members of Asbury UMC and others who are part of the United Methodist Ministries 
of Marshall County. Also present was the chair of the Marshall County Cluster, Greg 
Campbell.  The youth choir, “Go Praise” and Armastine Gipson and the adult choir, 
lifted up songs of praise that set the tone for the message from Swanson.  Kris Dorr, 
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(l to r) Carly Havens, Isabel Mashburn, 
Sarah Pittman and Kim Kilgore with 

pillowcases



Senatobia District children’s coordinator, led the “Blessing of the Backpacks” as the crowd joined the children in a celebration and com-
mitment to pray and support the children this school year.  

Senatobia District superintendent, Rev. Andy Ray, introduced Swanson and mentioned 
some of the ways in which Swanson has been active not only in the ministry, but also in 
the communities where he has served.  Swanson has been an example of a pastor who 
is appointed to both the church and the community.  Ray also noted that this time of 
worship was also a celebration of Swanson’s first anniversary as bishop of the Mississippi 
Conference of the United Methodist Church.

Swanson read from Matthew 5 were Jesus was speaking to a crowd as He stood on the 
hillside.  Jesus’ words were full of encouragement and comfort.  Swanson stated that 
most people seldom hear positive words about themselves.  He urged the congregation 
to say kind words to children and praise their good behavior.  The example was Jesus on 
the side of the mountain telling the people that they were “the light of the world.”  Swanson stressed that Jesus treats individuals as if He 
cannot do His work without them.  People are that important to Him.  Swanson reminded everyone that they have a dual command-
ment to love God and love people.   Living out that commandment allows others to see the light that shines from God’s love.

God’s World, Our World      
Asbury UMC, Holly Springs
For the fourteenth consecutive year, Asbury United Methodist Church and Hopewell #1 sponsored their Harambee Community Sum-
mer Camp. The theme for this year’s camp was “God’s World, Our World: Working to Preserve the Environment.” The five day camp 
conducted at Asbury during the second week of July, focused on a greater appreciation of God’s creation by changing old habits and 
taking on new ones. The “three R’s,” reduce, reuse and recycle, were the main focus. Community leaders and volunteers also presented 
on future career choices and goal setting.  

Harambee is a free camp open to children and youth, ages six to 14. This year’s camp served over 50 children from 14 different com-
munity churches. The camp is implemented by the Mission Outreach Committee of Asbury United Methodist Church in Holly Springs, 
Mississippi.

Stonewall UMC Partners in 
County-wide Youth Rally Event    
August 23, 2013     

First Baptist Church of Stonewall, Stonewall Assembly of 
God Church, River of Life Pentecostal Holiness Church 
of Stonewall and Stonewall United Methodist Church 
are partnering for a spectacular event. They will bring 
Christian music group, the Red Roots to Stonewall Town Hall Auditorium on Highway 513 in 
Stonewall for a county-wide youth rally Friday, August 23.  Meals and concessions open at 6:00 
p.m. Singing starts at 7:00 p.m.  Christy’s Fine Dining and Catering of Stonewall will sell grilled 
hot dogs, hamburgers and supper plates with other concession items. The funds raised will sup-
port the ecumenical CAN Ministry in Clarke County.  CAN (Clarke Assistance to Needy), serves 
families with needs in Clarke County and is funded by churches of various denominations.

A love offering to assist the Christian music ministry of the Red Roots as well as the CAN Min-
istry will be received.  Admission to the singing and youth rally event is free through the joint 
sponsorship of the four Stonewall churches.

The Red Roots originated on the Mississippi Gulf Coast and have become a nationally-re-
nowned group.  They are redheaded triplet sisters with their own country, Southern gospel, 
bluegrass, Appalachian sound. They have a powerful Christian testimony.  They recently appeared on Jeff Foxworthy’s, “American Bible 
Challenge” cable television show and will be opening for Charlie Daniels..
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Methodist Foundation Hosts Generosity Summits - Oxford  
September 10 | October 4 | October 22

The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation is pleased to host three Gen-
erosity Summits featuring the teaching of Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. The 
three events will be held across the state. The summits are open to clergy 
and lay. Clergy may receive half of a CEU Credit for full participation.

Each summit will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. Lunch will be 
provided on site. Registration cost is $10, which will cover the cost of snacks 
and lunch.

Dates and locations are:
• September 10:  Clinton First UMC (Clinton)
• October 4: Heritage UMC (Hattiesburg)
• October 22: Oxford University UMC (Oxford)  

To register, visit http://mf2013generositysummit.eventbrite.com/.

For more information contact Mike Hicks, associate director of the Missis-
sippi United Methodist Foundation at 601-948-8845.

First-Ever, Statewide, Faith-Based YOUTH/Community Conference
September 14, 2013

Teen unplanned pregnancies pose multiple challenges for communities and young fami-
lies. Parenting teens, both female and male, are more likely to drop out of high school, 
be dependent on public assistance programs and contribute to the cycle of poverty. Rates 
of teen pregnancy in Mississippi are also higher than the United States average. In 2012, 
Governor Phil Bryant assembled the Mississippi Teen Pregnancy Prevention Taskforce to 
address the very important issue of teen pregnancy. By forming partnerships with com-
munity, faith and public agencies, the Taskforce has been successful in promoting the

‘Healthy Teen for a Better Mississippi’ message throughout the state. The Taskforce is con-
fident that together Mississippians can make a difference in the fight against this dreaded 
epidemic which robs young people of their potential for brighter futures and the state of 
much needed resources that could be better utilized.

Therefore, the Taskforce will host the “First-Ever, Faith-Based & Community (YOUTH, 
Parent, and Guardian) Conference,” Saturday, September 14, 2013 from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. at St. Marks United Methodist Church, 400 Grants Ferry Road, Brandon, MS 39047. 
The conference is multi-cultural, multi-denominational and free! Pre-registration is nec-
essary.

To download the registration form visit http://library.constantcontact.com/download/
get/file/1102747532396-1325/StatewideFaithBasedYouthConf.pdf.

The Bishop’s Convocation 
“Holiness & Renewal of Ministry”   
September 30 - October 2, 2013    
According Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., one of the primary responsibilities of the annual confer-
ence is to provide effective and productive leadership to the local churches. For this reason, Swan-
son is inviting all Mississippi United Methodist clergy to an in-depth consideration of the connec-
tions between God’s holiness, one’s own holiness, and the renewal of the church. Dr. Jason Vickers 
has explored these relationships in his 2011 book “Minding the Good Ground:  A Theology of 
Church Renewal.”  Vickers will guide participants through the following four phrases of reflection 
on the theme: Contemplating God’s Holiness (Exodus 15:11 and Hosea 11:9), Encountering God’s 
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Holiness (Exodus 19:23, Deuteronomy 4:12, and Isaiah 6:5), Becoming Holy (Leviticus 11:45 and Numbers 16:46) and Finding 
Freedom in Holiness (II Corinthians 3:17.)  

While this gathering is designed for clergy, Swanson says that laity should care this is happening and be in prayer for those attend-
ing. “I am sure that every local congregation desires that their pastor be exposed to learning opportunities that would aid them 
in becoming the best pastors that they can become. The laity should desire to see growth in their pastors because as the pastor 
experiences growth, the people should grow,” said Swanson.  

The Bishop’s Convocation is September 30 - October 2, 2013 at Crossgates United Methodist Church, Brandon, MS.  For more 
details and to register visit  www.centerforministry.com/pages/detail/1736.

Convocation on the Black Church     
October 25-26, 2013      
Notice: This event will occur as planned on the date listed above. 
Please disregard any communication that it has been cancelled.  

The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church presents 
the 2013 Convocation on the Black Church. This event is specifically de-
signed to meet challenges of African American churches--but beneficial 
to all churches--ALL churches are welcome! Make plans for an evening 
of worship and praise beginning at 7:00 p.m. Friday, October 25, 2013 
at Anderson United Methodist Church 6205 Hanging Moss Road in 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

On Saturday, October 26, 2013, prepare for a day of studying to show 
ourselves approved. This begins at 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at Clyde Muse 
Center on the Rankin Campus of Hinds Community College located at 
515 Country Place Parkway in Pearl, Mississippi. More details on how 
to register coming soon.

2013 Mission Grants       
Apply now for 2013 Missions Grants visit http://www.mississippi-umc.
org/pages/detail/1384?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+8-21-
13&utm_campaign=8-21-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email. 

Annual Conference 2014  
June 6-8, 2014 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of 
the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 at the Jack-
son Convention Complex.

Announcements
Download Free UM Calendar      
The General Board on Discipleship is offering a 12-month calendar for 2014. This is especially designed for churches, pastors, 
staff, musicians, worship planners and leaders, choirs, committees, Sunday School teachers, youth leaders. The calendar contains 
all four lectionary citations for every Sunday and special liturgical days of the year, plus many special days of the church and civic 
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calendars. To download the 2014 Planning Calendar, go to http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/gbod.org/legacy/kintera-files/
worship/2014MusicandWorshipPlanningCalendar.pdf?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+8-21-13&utm_campaign=8-
21-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email.

For those who want to capture the last four or five months of this year go to http://gbod.org.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy/kin-
tera/entry_9908/19/2013MusicandWorshipPlanningCalendar.pdf?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+8-21-13&utm_
campaign=8-21-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email for the 2013 Planning Calendar.

GBHEM Now Accepting Applications
The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) is now accepting applications for student loans for the fall 2013 
semester.  

Apply now here www.gbhem.org/loanapplication.  

Remember: This is a student loan which must be paid back. 

Employment Opportunities
• WANTED: CHEFs* to Help End Hunger! (*CHEF = Certified Hunger Event Facilitator) Raliegh, NC
Stop Hunger Now (SHN) is looking for intelligent, extroverted, hard-working individuals who are passionate about ending 
hunger to conduct meal packaging events in and around Raleigh, NC!
Reports To: Meal Packaging Program Manager 
Start Date: Negotiable
Position Summary:
The Certified Hunger Event Facilitator (CHEF) is responsible for facilitating Stop Hunger Now meal packaging events in 
the community and surrounding areas. In this role, the CHEF will run meal packaging events from start to finish; includ-
ing set-up of assembly line, conducting an educational presentation, training the volunteers, facilitating meal packaging, 
breaking down assembly line and reloading the truck with equipment and completed meals.
Stop Hunger Now is offering this position to committed volunteers in recognition of their dedication and passion in the 
movement to end hunger. The CHEF will represent Stop Hunger Now at meal packaging events and act as a source of in-
formation about the program, the organization, poverty and hunger.
Stop Hunger Now’s meal packaging program provides an opportunity for volunteers to package high protein, dehydrated meals 
for use in international school lunch programs and crisis relief. The organization is driven by a vision of a world without 
hunger and a mission to end hunger in our lifetime by providing food and life-saving aid to the worlds most vulnerable and by 
creating a global commitment to mobilize the necessary resources.
Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
Meal Packaging Event Facilitation: Transport materials to and from meal packaging events in large box trucks. Facilitate 
meal packaging events including the set up of raw materials and equipment, delivery of educational presentations about 
hunger and poverty and training volunteers on the packaging process.
Volunteer Management: Train meal packaging volunteers on the meal production process to ensure cleanliness, consis-
tency, and professionalism at all events. Manage large groups of volunteers of all ages/cultures/abilities, delegate tasks to 
groups, adjust groups to maximize efficiency, and use independent judgment to make necessary adjustments and respond 
to challenges.
Handling of Cash/Donations/Merchandise Sales: Collect revenues generated by meal packaging events according to orga-
nizational financial procedures. Manage the sale of SHN merchandise at packaging events.
Qualifications:
• Current valid driver’s license and clean driving record, commercial vehicle license a plus 
• Strong presentation and public speaking skills, comfortable speaking in front of large groups
• Ability to lift 50 to 75 lbs. Truck loading/unloading and moving heavy pallets is involved 
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• Must be able to work flexible schedule including weekends and evenings 
• Experience, education or knowledge related to hunger and/or non-profits strongly preferred
Compensation and Commitment: $10 per hour, 25 hrs per month (about 5 events), for approx. one year.
To apply for this position, please submit a cover letter stating how your skills, knowledge and experience apply to this posi-
tion and a resume to Mike Nelson, mnelson@stophungernow.org.

Ice Cream Muffins 
2 cups self-rising flour
2 cups softened vanilla ice cream
1 egg
2 tablespoons cooking oil
Combine all ingredients in mixing bowl. Beat until 
smooth. Fill well-greased muffin cups 3/4 -full. Bake 
at 425 degrees for 20 to 25 minutes.

 – Grant Tarleton, St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi
• Attention: Have a recipe too good to keep? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-
Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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